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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MERIDA 00142 060309Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 SCS-05 /028 W 

000775 062323Z/13 

R 052230Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL MERIDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1113 
INFO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

UNCLAS MERIDA 0142 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR 

SUB J : AIRCRAFT INCIDENT REPORT 

1 . BEECHCRAFT BARON B-5, NUMBER N-226Q, OWNED AND PILOTED 
BY ROY GILLELAND, USC FROM NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, WENT 
OFF RUNWAY WHILE LANDING AT VALLADOLID, YUCATAN, MEXICO, 

DAMAGING NOSE WHEEL AND TIP OF LEFT WING. 

2. GILT .FT. AND HAD FLIGHT PLAN ISSUED CANCUN, QUINTANA ROO TO 
CHICHEN ITZA, YUCATAN, AND RETURN CANCUN. REASON FOR LANDING 
AT VALLADOLID NOT KNOWN, PARTICULARLY AS VALLADOLID AIRSTRIP 
IS NO LONGER IN USE. POSSIBILITY REMAINS THAT VALLADOLID MAY 
HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR CHICHEN ITZA. 

3. PASSENGERS WERE CARLENE GILLELAND AND STEVE GILLELAND, 

AGE 9, WIFE AND SON OF PILOT& MARY JOHNSON, FRIEND, AND 

DR. DON EYLER, FREIND. ALL ARE USC S FROM NASHVILLE, 

TENNESSEE. 

4. COMANDANTE AT MERIDA AIRPORT SENT INVESTIGATOR TO SCENE 
OF ACCIDENT BUT RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION NOT YET KNOWN. 

5. PILOT AND PASSENGERS HAVE NOT BEEN ARRESTED AND ARE AT 
HOTEL AT VALLADOLID. POLICE, HOWEVER, HAVE TAKEN ALL 
PASSPORTS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MERIDA 00142 060309Z 


6. PILOT WILL ATTEMPT TO HAVE PLANE REPAIRED AT VALLADOLID 
BY MECHANIC FROM EITHER MERIDA OR CANCUN. 

7. PRESENT TELEGRAM BEING SENT AS INFORMATION AND AS 
PRECAUTIONARY STEP AS THERE IS OUTSIDE POSSIBILITY THAT 
ADVERSE DEVELOPMENTS MAY ARISE. 
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